Science and technology 
in an era of change
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nergy crisis, insufficient resources, population explosion, degradation of the environment… The start of a millennium brings the excitement of new technologies. But at the same time, it brings a new set of problems that we did not have in the 20th century. These will test our ability to find solutions. Many experts believe that scientific and technological advances hold the answers to the issues of the 21st century. Other indispensible tools will be solidarity and environmentalism. We must find the perfect balance with our planet and we have to do this together. So, the way forward is the path that takes us towards sustainability: the point at which our answers, if they are correct, do not create new problems. 


Humanity will turn to scientific and technological advances to meet the challenges of the 21st century.
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Food


How can the world feed 10 billion people? Transgenic products and crops from the sea will play a critical role in the production of new food. 











Energy


Will this century see the end of the petroleum era? Alternative energies such as hydrogen and cold fusion must be used. 
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The environment


Will the planet’s temperature increase by 


5 oC? To prevent this, we must implement sustainable development and total recycling. 














Source: José Luis Gallego. El Periódico del Estudiante (January 2001)








Nanotechnology


How far will the miniaturization of components go? Smaller and smaller chips that are more powerful and intelligent will increase the capacity of our computers to unimagined limits. 








Transport


How will people travel in the future? There will be flying cars that drive themselves and trains that travel at the speed of airplanes. 











